
September 2022 

Dear Parish Family,  

In my first year here, it was important to get to know the people of the parish and give the parish an 
opportunity to know me. Being here as a newly ordained priest gave me somewhat of a perspective of 
the parish history, but celebrating our centennial provided a clearer picture of the past. Honoring the 
past provides a roadmap for the future. 

It was important for me to become very well acquainted with the parish facilities and needs. 
Maintaining our property becomes an essential piece to honoring the gifts of those that came before us. 
I wanted to tell you some of things I have discovered and tell you about ongoing efforts to create a five-
year plan for improvements. I think it is critical to provide the parish at large with as much information 
as possible and this letter is one of my attempts to do just that. 

I am sure you have noticed that some of the parking lot work at the Oak St. Church has been completed. 
When I was assigned here as pastor, I discovered that good money management during the pandemic 
allowed a complete savings of the PPP money we received. I transferred $600,000.00 into DIAL 
(Diocesan Savings and Loan) so it could gain some interest. We have withdrawn $253,578.65 to pay for 
phase I and phase 3, the plan being to complete phase 2 next year as part of the five-year plan. We have 
a contract with School District 47, who shares the use of our lot, for a $120,673.03 reimbursement. That 
leaves our cost for this major repair at $132,905.62. Once reimbursement has been received it will be 
deposited back into DIAL.  

We’ve had a few issues that really could not wait to be addressed. Three classroom doors and the 
cafeteria door that led directly outside were badly deteriorating. These metal doors exposed to the 
elements, no longer provided a secure environment. Happily, we were able to get this replacement 
accomplished before the start of school. That cost was $48,540.00. This project was paid for by church 
collections. Because the school is a ministry of the parish, all capital expenditures are a parish expense. 
We do have some window repairs at the school that will be necessary as well but as of this writing no 
cost has been identified.  

No one on the parish staff was complaining but I felt after 30 years it was time to replace the carpet, 
paint, add new lighting and create better workspace cabinetry and storage for the ministerial offices at 
the Parish Center.  While the staff does feel valued by the parish, I wanted them to work in a space that 
reflected that. Cost for that project $39,203.66.  

Some additional issues that can’t wait. We have had some deterioration in the metal framing of the 
stained-glass windows at the rear entrances of the Oak St. Church. The repair is in process and at this 
point I don’t have costs to share.  

St. Thomas Pierson St. Church needs a major tuck-pointing. Some areas are taking on water and that 
building is a great part of our past, a vibrant part of the present with our thriving Hispanic community. 
As of this date we are obtaining quotes, and this too will be paid for with funds from DIAL. 

Some of you may have noticed sawdust coming from the church ceiling. We’ve had a carpenter ant 
problem -- while we think we have matter in hand we will continue to monitor the situation.  

Developing a five-year plan takes lots of investigation and proposals to assess the cost of major issues 
and is a lengthy process. I wanted to give you an idea of some of the things we are looking at. 

 



Issues we are investigating: 

o Water issues rectory. For years the rectory basement has flooded. The water table is high, 
and the building does not have drain tile. We will need to hire a consultant and work with 
the city to find a resolution. It is not a sustainable situation.  

o School roof replacement. When you have so many buildings to maintain it’s important to 
develop a plan that schedules repairs such as this. It is time to replace the school roof. We 
are waiting to secure more bids but the proposal we have in hand is $85,000.00. This will 
give you an idea of the cost.  

o We are putting together a roof replacement schedule so we can predict when additional 
roof work will be needed. Right now, the only roof that is coming to the end of its life is the 
parish center roof and that does not come up until 2026. So, we are in pretty good shape 
there. 

o St. Thomas Pierson Church. As an important part of our history, we would like to restore the 
façade of the church to its original design. Reinstall the St. Thomas statue to its original 
location, add new doors and move the stain glass window back to its original spot behind 
the altar.  

o Boilers. Original boilers in the parish center and school will soon need replacing. They have 
served us well and our maintenance staff does a great job of keeping them operational, but 
it would be irresponsible not to plan to replace these heating units from the 1950’s.  

o Oak St. Church. Needs to have a face lift - pews refinished and new cushions, new carpet, 
new lighting as sometimes it is very dark. Lighting of the beautiful stained-glass windows 
from the outside so they can be seen in the church at night.  

o Landscape plan. Over the years, as landscaping died or got old and overgrown, it was 
removed and not replaced. We are developing a plan that can be done in phases over the 
next few years that will beautify and enhance our parish campuses. This fall we plan to 
implement of portion of the plan on the side of the community center where the new 
stoops were poured. We plan to only use low to no maintenance plants for easy upkeep.  

o School. During the door replacements some of the windows had to be repaired as well. 
Many of the windows need work and costs are being obtained to determine if it is more 
feasible to repair or replace. No costs are available at this time.  

o School. The cafeteria floor needs to be replaced. Additionally, there is a lot of electrical work 
that needs to be improved. When the school was built air conditioning was not considered, 
consequently the electrical panel needs to be expanded to accommodate a modern 
environment. We need to support our teachers and modern teaching methods. Re-setting 
breakers should not be part of a teacher’s day.  

o There are lots of areas of the St. Thomas campuses that require concrete work. These will be 
identified and prioritized and included in the plan.  

 

I know this is a lot of information to absorb, which is why we are putting this out for your review. I 
believe in transparency and providing information. I hope some of you find this helpful.   

 

 

Rev. Robert W. Jones, Pastor  


